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SUBJECT: KING'S VISIT TO CENTRAL AMERICA: BELIZE DISPUTE 

1. IN CONSULTATIONS WITH SPANISH GOVERNMENT REGARDING 
KING'S VISIT TO CENTRAL AMERICA, EMBASSY MAY WISH TO 
DRAW ON FOLLOWING INFORMATION REGARDING BELIZE DISPUTE. 

2. U.S. ROLE: THE UNITED STATES SPONSORED AN ACTIVE 
MEDIATION EFEORT IN 1965-1968. IT WAS REJECTED BY BOTH 
SIDES. SINCE THEN WE HAVE AVOIDED A MIDDLEMAN ROLE. WE 
ARE VERY INTERESTED IN THE SUBJECT, WE ARE IN CONSTANT 
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AND CLOSE CONTACT W;TH THE PARTIES ON THIS, AND WE HAVE 
COUNSELED ELEXIBILITY AND MODERATION TO BOTH SIDES. 

3. THERE IS HIGH LEVEL WASHINGTON INTEREST IN THE BELIZE 
DISPUTE. SECRETARY VANCE AND OTHER HIGH DEPARTMENT 
OEFICIALS MET SEPARATELY WITH MEMBERS OF BOTH THE BRITISH 
AND GUATEMALAN DELEGATIONS, DURING JULY 6-7 NEGOTIATIONS. 
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PRESIDENT CARTER AND VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT PEREZ DISCUSSED 
THE MATTER BRIEELY DURING PEREZ.' STATE VISIT. 

4. THE TENSIONS WHICH BUILT UP IN ANTICIPATION OP THE 
JULY 6-7 NEGOTIATNG ROUND HAVE NOU DIMINISHED. BRITISH 

MINISTER OP DEPENSE ROWLANDS' VISIT TO GUATEMALA 
JULY 26-28 HELPED. BOTH SIDES AGREED TO A POSITIVELY 
WORDED COMMUNIQUE, AND NEGOTIATIONS WILL CONTINUE. 

5. THE MAJOR STICKING POINT REMAINS THE ISSUE OP 
TERRITORY. GUATEMALA DEMANDS AT LEAST A SLICE OP SOUTHERN 
BELIZE, ARGUING (PRIVATELY AT LEAST) THAT IT IS THE 

ONLY WAY INDEPENDENCE COULD BE ACCEPTED BY THE ARMY. 
ARMY SUPPORT IS NEEDED TO AMEND GUATEMALA'S CONSTITU- 
TION, WHICH DECLARES BELIZE AN INTEGRAL PART OP THE 
NATIONAL TERRITORY. A SLICE IN THE SOUTH WOULD ALSO 
GIVE GUATEMALA CONTROL OVER THE BAY OP AMATIQUE AND AN 
OPEN OUTLET TO THE CARIBBEAN. 

6. AMBASSADOR YOUNG IS VISITING THE AREA IN EARLY 
AUGUST, AND WE BELIEVE THE ISSUE WILL BE RAISED AT A NUM- 
BER OF STOPS. 

7. WE WOULD WELCOME SPANISH EFPORTS TO COUNSEL MODERA- 
TION AND PLEXIBILITY TO THE GUATEMALANS, PARTICULARLY 
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ON THE TERRITORIAL ISSUE, AND INDICATE SUPPORT FOR A 
PEACEFUL NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. CHRISTOPHER 
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